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Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir has been founded for sixty years and keep on singing for sixty years. When we
open The Most Beautiful Melodies in Space to recall the memory of the pictures , the faces appeared during these
sixty years just like the movie-film reproduction. It is filled with dreams and hopes in life and engraved with the Times
story section of the prints. Singing in the transmission of the power to make us more clearly to see metamorphosis
of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir. Together with laughter and tears written memories, cemented the pictures in
intractable sweet.

Memory of the past is to create a better future. Looking back sixty years, it is particularly proud and confident. A new

start after sixty years, let us restore the original dream and rekindle the passion to make this beautiful song continue
to spread and beautiful forever.

WIRER
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Singing Continuously For Sixty Years

Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir was founded in 1954. As the first Children’s Palace Choir in China, she breathed
and grew with new China. Those flowing in the time of the sounds of nature, concentrated in the collective memory of
several generations. We just enjoyed ourselves crowded in the small cottages before , but nowadays we can perform
on the international stage. Shouted in unison from an amateur choir singing, the chorus grew to lead the technology,
performance style of the first top teams ...... Each step of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir was condensed with the
widsom and sweat of the teachers and the students’.

Since late 1990s, Guangzhou Children’s Choir has entered a rapid development period. In the innoyvation driven by,
top condutors, the Choir gradually formed a style characteristics which is “pure and bright sound qualities, harmony
and full harmonies, lively and varied performances, accurate and profound musical expressions ”.

In recent years, the Chorus has cooperated with many lyricists and song writers to create some original works that full
of high difficulty and national characteristics, such as “The Legend of Guangzhou ”, “The Amazing Dream”, “Jia Na
Ma Ni”, “ Impossible Birds”. All these works are loved deeply by Chinese and foreign audience.

Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir repeatedly exposes edge of the world’s top six choral competitions./In the' 2011
International Choral Competition held in Spain, Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir, as the only invited Chinese
children’s chorus team, beat 19 other world chorus teams and won the champion. In 2013, the Choir was invited to
Russia, St Petersburg to attend the Eleventh "Singing World" International Choral Festival and the Ninth /"Singing
World" International Choral Competition. The children perfomed perfectly on the highly difficult works of the "Amazing
Dream" aria, "Ave Maria", "Here comes the spring" , "Impossible Birds" ,won the gold medal of the children's group in
this competition, and also won in the folk group.

According to statistics, only from the decade between 2004 and 2014, our Choir won a number of world-class gold
medals , Best Presentation Award and Special Award. The Choir has been repeatedly invited to participate in the
International Choral festival—— North America, Europe, Asia...on wings of songs, teachers and students’ footprints
have been all over the world.

Singing continuously for sixty years, teachers and students from generation to generation have built Guangzhou
Children’s Palace Choir into the benchmark of Guangdong children’s Chorus and let the world see the high level of
Chinese art education .

Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir will start again after sixty years. Adding another batch of newcomers to the Choir,
we will soar with the children’s musical dreams.
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Chen Ling

The vice Director of Guangzhou Children’s Palace
Conductor of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir
Senior Music Professor

Member of China Chorus Association

Member of Council of Guangdong Musicians Association

Chen Ling has been teaching music for years. In 2000, Miss. Chen has furthered
her music training in the Getty Arts Centre in the USA. Her students won several
national and provincial competition gold medals, and she received numerous
awards and prizes in vocal competitions . She was highly commended when
directing choral demonstrations and lectures at various international children’s
choral festivals.The Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir directed by Chen/Ling
won a Special Prize in the 9th Guangzhou Secondary and Primary School Choral
Festival in 2003 .In the same festival Chen Ling won the Excellent Conductor’s
Prize and the Outstanding Achievement Prize. She directed the choir/in
Kathaumixw International Choir Festival 2004 in Canada. The musical “A Tale of
Guangzhou—Long Long Ago” was directed by Chen Ling in 2006 and in the same
year her choir received Gold Prize in the Children’s Group,Folk Songs Group and
Modern Works Group as well as the Best Original Works Performing Prize in the
Second World Youth Choral Festival. In 2007 the choir conducted by Chen Ling
won the First Prize in the Second National Secondary and Primary School Art
Show. In the same year, the choir was invited to attend the/Normandy Polyfollia
International Choral Performances in France where they won ‘the title“Group
Artists”. In 2009 she was highly commended by directing/ the choir in'the 7th Basel
European Youth Choir Festival in Switzerland. In 2011/Chen’ Ling was invited as
the special guest to direct the choir in the HongKong /International Youth Choral
Festival and performed successfully. 2013, the choir directed by Miss. Chen won
the first prize in the Children’s Group and Folklore music Group, Special /prize jof
Jury, the best performance of Modern music of IX International choir/competition.
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Shiu-wai Tong

Artistic Director — Hong Kong Treble Choir/ Guangzhou Children Palace Choir

Artistic Director and Chairman — 2015 World Youth and Children’s Choir Festival — Hong Kong
President — World Youth and Children Choral Artists Association

Former First Vice President — International Federation for Choral Music

President — Hong Kong Treble Choirs' Association

Honorary President — China Universities Choral Committee

Guest Professor — Tianjin University/Shanxi Normal University

Artistic Director of Treble Choir — Cantonese and Chinese Version of the animated movie “Mcdull. Pork of Music”

Prof. TONG is an internationally renowned choral expert and one of the leaders pushing local choral music
development. He has been invited to participate in numerous international choral festivals and choral summitin more
than 30 countries as conductor, speaker and adjudicator.

Tong has been invited to be lecturer in the Symposium of Music Education in Liszt Academy. He is the first Chinese
being invited to be the adjudicator of the International Choral Competition Maribor and International May Choir
Competition ‘Prof. Georgi Dimitrov’. He is also invited to be the adjudicator of the Japan National Choral Competition,
St. Petersberg “Singing World” Choral Competition, etc.

Tong is enthusiastic in choral education and promotion. He had been teaching music in St. Stephen’s College for
29 years. During the period, he had initiated school choir and led the choir to achieve over 80 champions in local
and international competitions. After that, he founded Hong Kong Treble Choirs’ Association and Hong Kong Treble
Choir.-Under his lead, Hong Kong Treble Choir is honoured with titles in numerous international competitions. He has
organized a number of huge events to invite outstanding choirs all over the world to perform in Hong Kong and China.
He has great influences in choral music development in Hong Kong, and his contributions in international choral field
has also been highly recognized.

In-2001, Tong was granted the Asian Cultural Council Fellowship to study in US. In 2004, Tong received the China
Treble Choir Achievement Award from the China Chorus Association in acknowledgement of his contribution to
children choral music in‘Mainland China. In 2005, he was elected as the first Chinese vice president in IFCM.1n 2007,
Tong was honoured to receive the Award for Arts Achievement (Music) and was listed in Who is Who in-Choral Music,
a book about -worldwide well-known choral experts. He is currently organising the 2015 World Youth and Children’s
Choir Festival.
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Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir was founded in 1954, when was new China
firstly founded, and everything was waited to be done. As the first children’s choir
in Guangdong Province, the foundation of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir
had opened the door of music for the first generation of children in new China. The
beige-coloured cottage, which was landed in Guangzhou Culture Park, became
the paradise for the children to sing in unison and share music.

Without professional skills or complex harmonies, the children just sang with
simple and pure voice. They sang to praise the happy and peaceful life. Let’s
Row Our Boats, Our fields ...all of those classical melodies, has stuck several
generation of people’s mind. Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir had its famous
name which was called “The Seagulls” after ten years developing. Those “seagulls”
who loved singing began to perform actively on all kinds of stages, and won the
championships in all kinds of competitions. They also invited the outstanding
musicians from home and abroad to practise together , they organized the
members of the Choir to understand the recording process... The professional
education of the Choir was groping forward.



N/ ETEIEH 60 FE1

2 [ >%

Members say

HEBENATEE TR —&E

S MNT Y HETEBHNE FHhR—4E, IEREETRER. 1952 FHKFFFA,
FRKREVF TR, BTG, RASBAFE —MFER SHENAFRAF 12485,
EMEZH ARV FTHSEFR, RERARAHS _EZZAF R,

EREY VETAR, EFAELITH T RFRBIF, CAHZERMNGHF R
Fadn. EHFHIFORFFRHYT, 35 F Y Rintt, o, IAFRBLEES
VEILERLLR, KPR FER LT RAFAR . BNE S MARSFEE KF OF
BV ILERRAFEY « Caiih 2y &, EAFRGE—EDEY, 4T AR Tk
JEAE

YETLGHEIRALT Y FINELAWE LRI FEFH. F—Kk, EENLZRKE
ARG, REX—ATHETEMNILGEL, tHo5% EHTHTEL VFILE
Bl FRRAEFERIL, B TERMNOF R, ERHRINRTGDIE, Fh—T2K
HE LW KIEER

A 2 BAVR K S, BB RG ZA RABER, @ A A &R E BB RERAF TR,
ERAEHLERFTE, BAE—EFTEFRETTAIMIY. 24, Y5058, 7%
89 1 JB AR S FHIRAS R ANG RS E T EgH F — IR .

—HE L (50 FKFHF )



In the Days of the Choir Inspired My Life

In the days of Guangzhou Children's Palace Choir influenced in my life, so I can not forget for a lifetime. Shorly after the
beginning of the autumn term in 1952, I was sent to register in the Children’s Palace. After the audition, I bebcame one of the
first batch students of the Choir. Each school had only two places at that time. We rehearsed every Sunday for a half-day in the
Children's Palace, and two to three half-days every week in summer and winter holidays.

The Choir was organized by the Children’s Palace. All teachers were hired from the art troupe and the academy of music, and
they were our conselors as well. With the help of them, I became the conductor. At that time, schools had established Children’s
team organizations and a large number of students wore red scarfs and became Young Pioneers. We went to Guangzhou People's

Broadcasting Station to record "Chinese Children’s Team Song", "Song of Young Pioneers", each school uniformed time to listen.
It played a demonstration role in the city at that time.

The children's Palace Choir also represented Guangzhou children to attend many activities in foreign affairs. Once, the cardinal
Archbishop Johnson visited us, he was very happy to watch our performance. He sang high praised for our performance and he
praised the new China to create a happy living environment for all the children. He said that I was a little command of genius and
I would become a famous Grand condutor.

These commends encouraged us a lot. I finally didn’t become a conductor, but to contribute to national defense construction
instead, but as an amateur, I do a lifetime indissoluble bound with music. So far, when the previous Chilren’s Palce and the Palace
of Youth leadership brothers or sisters talked about me, they still enjoy introducing that I was the first condutor of the Children’s
Palace Choir.

Yang Guoguang, one of the first batch of students in 1950’s
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=l j - Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir , which was moved to Liuhua Lakeside, was
] 0 . b reverted in 1971 after the Cultural Revolution. More and more children joined the
=T 1‘ ’ Choir , injected vitality for the growing of the Choir.
iﬁ; B During those years, the Choir invited outstanding chorus from home and abroad to
! learn from each other. And the Choir also sang on the stages outside Guangdong
Province. Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir was gradually becoming
professionalization and diversification in contents.
-
gy Groups of professional teachers and excellent singers had become thrived at that
3 3 moment.
3 L
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Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir Opened My Music Life

“Let’s row our boats, the boats push the waves of the lake...” Each song is just like a vivid painting. Guangzhou Children’s
Palace Choir was my first cradle of learning music. I still remembered when I was in Grade One in primary school, I went to
the Children’s Palace every weekend by bus. And it took me one and a half hours to get to the Children’s Palace every time. If
we had performances at night, it was dark on the way home, and it was very late when I got home. Sometimes I felt scared and
sometimes I felt very tired, but the Children’s Palace was just like a magnet, I was deeply attracted by it. I had never given up for
five years.

During these five years of learning in Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir, I thought that I cultivated my temperament, broadened
my horizons, increased my knowledge, and exercised my courage. Five years of stage performances, let me fall in love with art ,

which was the foundation of my life.

After I graduated from school and entered society, I have chosen several jobs —— music teacher, singer, radio host, television
host and director, all the jobs were related to the art.

Xue Ying, a member of 1970s’
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As Guangzhou was the frontier of Reform and Opening up, the development of
the children's Palace Choir is also a trend to the great-leap- forward development.

With the guidence of the National-leveled conductor Lai Guangyi and a group
of professional vocal teachers, the Chorus sang in a creative way by using the
scientific method to the training of children's chorus voices in rehearsal. With the
standard in details, the professional level of the Choir’s was able to go up to a
higher level.

In 1980s, the Choir perfomed and took part in matches more frequently. And
our Choir won the “Demonstration and performance award” successively in
“Guangzhou Primary and Middle Schools Chorus Festival”’, which had become the
model of Guangzhou children’s chorus development.
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Chorus Give the Value of My Life

I didn’t know, singing had such a large gravity that could gather different ages, different personalities
and different sounds of strangers together. They made the similar sounds, depicted the same mood and
expressed common emotions.

I didn’t know, the chorus had so much charm that could make me insist on walking for half an hour a
week to train singing, let me forget the tiredness and annoyance of studying. I didn’t hesitate and had
no complaints even taking time to have more training during senior high school entrance examination.

I didn’t know, the chorus had such a large driving force that could improve my ability to learn,
comprehened and aesthetic level. And let me be the dazzling figure on different stages, pushing me
forward on academic and career confidence.

Until I joined the Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir I slowly understood these. And I worked for it
for my whole life.

Russian novelist Kuprin said, “The whole meaning of life lies in the victory of the spirit, beauty and
kindness.” Whether it is true or not, at least, I was fortunate to be in the warm chorus family and

harvested these three victories and found my own life value.

Bi Jiaqi, a student of 1980’s
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In 1990s, the trend of globalization has brought new opportunities for the
development of chorus art. How to give children a broader stage to show
L/ themselves , and establish more distinctive singing style has become the key point
1y to break through the development of the choir.

—

Changing rapidly, keeping pace with the times, the chorus of voice training, singing
e style had been repeatedly adjusted and improved again and again. A number of
\
_ ‘,l \ brilliant commissioned works had made the performance more unique and diverse.
/_/" . \
/—é’;;\; N And the sound of the children flew further and further: Japan, Sweden, America...
= e
e AN When the name of “Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir” was called again and
=
B J | again in different awards of the international competetions, they got another new
o 4 \ rank —— one of the best Children’s Choirs in China and even in the world.
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15 Years in the Choir Was the Pride of My Life

How time flies ! I became an elder sister of the Choir from
a muddle little girl afer 15 years learning in the Choir. The
wonderful harmonies witnessed every step of my growth.

I learned how to sing in the Choir, and I had a broader stage
because of the Choir. It took us generations of students to every
corner of the world, leaving the sound of Children's Palace,
leaving the sound from Guangzhou. Because of the Choir , I
learned how to insist and knew what the perseverance was, and [
learned to love as well. Thanks for all the things I have! And of
course, it’s my proudest thing to be a member of the Choir for 15
years.

Gu Xin, a member of 1990s’
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The Love For Chorus Never Stop Us Singing

What kind of power can make this 60-year-old choir full of
charm, increasingly strong?

What kind of power can gether these members who are in
different ages and come from different schools and live in
different regions together, and sang such a wonderful melody,
collided so amazing music spark?

What kind of power can make the members of the Choir
singsing and eyes flashing with tears of excitement?

Growth in the Choir for ten years, I had a profound answer.

Because of the love to the Choir, we have stepped forward
to inherit the spirit of Guangzhou Children’s Palace from
generation to generation , it is enduring and has been
progress.

Because of the love to the Choir, we can always sing the
wonderful melody together — although we come from

different places.

Because we love the Choir so much and we put all effort into
music, we sing with tears in our eyes.

Because we are singing with our hearts, and impress others
with the soul of songs which touch ourselvers as well.

Xie Jing, a member of 1990s’
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The Pentium
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Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir has become a famous outstanding international
children’s choir with forty years’ accumulation and precipitation. It is changing its style
silently because of the quality education ——From singing skills back to the connotation
of music and deepen the understanding of the works and cultural background,
which lead the children independent thinking and understanding and promote the
comprehensive literacy through Art Education.

Today, Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir does not sing for the result of the
competetion , the members of the Choir sing songs to connect foreign children's
friendship, to convey the beauty of music to the world.

It's boundless in-the art fields, the teachers and the children of the Choir will sing all the
way with the sincere hearts of music...
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Pursue music harmony through delicate process
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For the last ten years, Chen Ling, the conductor of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir,
has built up a creative theory with an open mind. She made a revolution to both the
training contents and methods—strengthen basic vocal training, enhance the overall
harmony chorus; deepen the inspiration of music, improve ways to perform the music.

This concept, runs through every training session: correct intonation, timbre;, optimization
adjustment, balance the chord...... It is from the beginning of vocal training. However,
to achieve harmony is not only to achieve a high degree of unity of the sound, more
important is the personality shaping. In the strict training, a look between the teacher
and the students, an action, or even a breath, can make them-understand each other
and form a high degree of understanding.

If harmony is the life of choir, then music is the soul of choir. To improve the musical
concert, we firstly need to upgrade the singer's artistic accomplishment. In order-to let
the children read the cultural connotation of the songs, Chen Ling spends much more
time in explaining the creation background and the style characteristic of the work and
guiding their independent thinking and feeling into singing.
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Invite the international masters to recreate music work to promote pluralistic
interpretation
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Breaking down barriers and cultural background, creating and performing in the most
open conscious are the driving force of constantly breakthrough behind Guangzhou
Children's Palace Choir(GCPC). Especially in the last ten years, the choir invited many
top world composers and artists to come to the guidance; on the other hand, the choir
continued to expand the coverage of the works, to interpret different styles and different
languages.

The choir hired Mr. Tang Shaowai, the vice president of World Choral Union as the
music director.In addition, we also invited famous Australian composer Stephen for the
choir’s fully interpretation. The choir’s performance showed highly conductive level of
the original work "Impossible birds", The choir was the Champion in the International
Choral Competition performing “Tolosa”.

At the same time, the chorus contents also included the national features songs and
modern sound works, which required members to use local pronunciation to the interpret
every country's classic songs. And these new works has gone far beyond the domestic
classics singing tradition and has enhanced the overall quality of the choir in the
creation, rehearsal, concert, performance and other aspects.
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Won the champion in the top international chorus contest

B+, TN OFEERIEREER AR ERFR  EHETEDEIK, 2010 FZESM
MRS KRBT LAREM+ASIET Z —HIBN R T EEREDERIET | ZAETHRES
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i 2011 SFAEFRHIF 55 34 BIEPFERSIBLEFETERAETY  ERMPFERERAL
fRSE EREETH—E. XTERRAAZSEREHR LRNFNSEBARGIE , LIEHESE
RZEWEmNIE, RETE BIEXE. BFREBUNRNEAIRZN | SRBBEHE , 8%
EfrtEEHRSTEROSIEAABEERSIM , MESFEONREBE—SPE , FEHEERL
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MIRZIERE | ILHRER T PED) LEIEKFNEE.

For the last ten years, Guangzhou children's Palace Choir has awarded in the international
competitions. The choir gives performances all over the world. In 2010, she was invited to
participate in European Switzerland Basel Youth Choir Festival, one of the ten highest-level
European Chorus Festivals. This choral Festival has a high level of industry status and global
influence. And it drives our choir to have a tour in Europe, Geneva, Lausanne, Lyon, Basel, Lucer
ne.

It\is very important to won the champion in 34th Rosa International Choral competition in 2011.
This top.international competition aims at convening the world's most outstanding choirs to study
together and promoting the exchange of different countries’ work style, performance method,
choral literature, vocal music education and customs. Only the choirs which won the gold
medal in the international competitions are eligible to participate and only one choir is invited
each continent. No matter how the result of the competition, the chorus teams from the same area
are nolonger invited the following year. Visibly, it is worthy of honor to be invited to participate in
this International Choral competition.

While the events; Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir presents delicate vocal skills, diversity and
lively performance, easy-management and deep understanding to the difficult works. All these
showed highly Chinese children's choral level.
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Demonstrate the first children's chorus melodrama and spread local culture

EHFFINE | IRFES ERTRUSRERRTHEN , TNHPEERFEEETAEIX
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Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir has focused on local culture and she has opened her arms to
absorb the Western musical elements to achieve self-promotion at the same time. The first large
children's chorus melodrama --Legend of Guangzhou -the story of the past, gives its premiere in
Sun Yatsen Memorial Hall in August, 2006 after five-year planning , three-year preparation and
nearly five-month rehearsing. It attracted great attention from all sectors of society.

The drama is produced by the Communist Youth League Guangzhou Committee, Guangzhou
Children's Palace and it is created by Dr. Ho Chongzhi, the famous Chinese composer. It subverts
the single chorus form. It assembles South Cantonese music, language, dance and folk custom.
It pretents the history and customs of the ancient Guangzhou and China. Children’s wonderful
performance reveals a telling picture of Guangzhou, the city which has two thousand history. It
not only lets the audience know more about Guangzhou, but also let them see the heritage style
of Guangdong.

The children also showed it in Polyfollia International Choral performances in Normandy,
France. And it won the audience and incessant applause. An audience said excitedly: Although
we failed to understand the words, we revelled in your Chinese charm and characteristics of
Guangzhou singing and stage performing. You have built a bridge of the world with your songs!
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The Heart Communication Bridge Erected In Harmony

Choral music made me realize a deeper meaning: a three-
dimensional space, a flexible and changing the structure and
vibrant world. Harmony is a wonderful thing, when a person
singing it, no matter how beautiful the voice sounds, it does
not always sing an entire world. Once the harmony joins in ,
it will have a very wonderful chemical reation: Sometimes it
feels obviously very harmonious collision of a spark, sometimes
bright and mysterious chords can effect - harmony is a wonderful
language.

The members of Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir, from
generation to generation, we sing with harmony that transcends
national boundaries, race and language, put up a spiritual bridge,
try our best to deliver the beauty of music to the world. This is not
only our dream, but also our pride.

Li Yuanyang, a member of the 21st century
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Enjoying Myself in Music and Growing in Inheriting

Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir is a warm family,
the warmest thing is that whenever I can’t sing well,
brothers and sisters are willing to help me again and
again, eventhough the training is over. Sometimes the
old members came back to visit us, when I saw the
smiling on Ms Chen’s face , and all of us are still talking
and playing happily just like before. I feel that they have
been always here and have never left us... They are my
model. I will become elder brother of the Choir, and I’'m
sure I will take good care of the new members of the
Choir. It’s my great honour and it’s also my mission to
inherit the spirit of love and friendship.

I feel very happy because I am a member of the Choir.
I’m very proud of it. This identity is a strong positive
energy, promote me to grow as a lively open and bright
girl who loves life deeply.

Guo He, a member of the 21st century
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The beautiful song melody and harmonious sound of nature.

Singing through the long river of history, witnessing the generation of teachers

and students struggling footprints , telling sixty years of glory of Guangzhou
Palace Children’s Choir .

Sixty years of temporal alternation, a reincarnation struggling to start.

Guangzhou Children’s Palace Choir will continue adhering the faith-of
“advance with the time, pursuit of excellent, always to be the first”, leading more
and more children to go on further and greater stages and interpret a music
dream and a Chinese Dream.
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